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SBI PO 2020 Topper Interview - Role of Online Study Material in 
Bank PO Exam - Akshay Rishu

Interview: Hello, welcome to Study IQ. Tell us something about your educational background?

Akshay Rishu: I passed my 10th and 12th from the CBSE board.

Patna is where I earned my bachelor's degree in mathematics.

Interview: Why inclination towards the banking sector?

Akshay Rishu: I wanted to be a teacher, but I learned that the banking industry is growing and 

that it has some advantages.

Interview: Did you aim for SBI  PO from the beginning?

Akshay Rishu: I wanted to be PO for me all were equivalent whether it is IPBS or Gramin sector, 

but I am happy I got SBI as it is a prestigious organization.

Interview: Tell us about your journey from 2018 to 2021?

Akshay Rishu: After my graduation, I started with a part-time job cum startup, it could not be 

successful and I eventually lost interest in it.

In 2019, I received several rejections; as a result, I came across Gaurav Garg's sir name and began 

watching his motivational videos.

From there, I began taking exams and working hard to achieve my goal of becoming a PO.

Interview: What would have been reasons do you think that lead to rejection in previous 

attempts?

Akshay Rishu: I lacked adequate instruction and research materials.

Interview: What was your approach to the Prelims?

Akshay Rishu: Since the time allotted for each segment is shorter in the prelims exam, the pace 

is essentially measured.

Before the preliminary exam, I gave 20 practice tests.
English- Practice reading comprehension and keep up with newspapers like The Hindu.

Math – Put in a lot of practice time. Answer as many questions as you can. Clear the basic con-

cepts first, then move on to higher-level questions.

General Awareness -is a determining factor in both the mains and the interviews. Gk should be 

a formidable opponent. Around 5 to 6 months before  the  test,  keep  up  with  current  events. 

TOPPERS TALK



Interview: What was your strategy for the Mains exam?

Akshay Rishu: For the mains test, accuracy is crucial, and conceptual-based questions will be 

asked.

     Tricks that worked in the preliminary exams won't work in the mains.

     Mains questions take a long time to complete.

     The depth of one's expertise is checked.

     Data interpretation questions based on arithmetic are asked.

     Only because of English and gk was I able to pass my Mains exam.

Interview: How did studying IQ help you prepare for your exams?

Akshay Rishu: From the last 5 to 6 months, I followed Gaurav Garg's best 300 current affairs sets 

(there are 4 sets for each month) and revised each set four times for a total of 16 times for each 

month.

I learned the basics for the interview from Study Iq's YouTube channel (I watched Ankit Agarwal 

Sir's video on the economy).

Interview: How should the mocks be approached?

Akshay Rishu: 30 days before the test, begin giving mocks.

Until the preliminary exam, take 20 practice exams.

The pattern of the mains exam is different.

Time is sufficient for the mains test.

Interview: Do you have any advice for people who don't have a math background on how to plan 

for the PO exam?

Akshay Rishu: Only English and gk can be high-scoring subjects; maths is only needed to pass the 

cutoff.

Interview: How can smart study be implemented, according to you?

Akshay Rishu: Don't follow a lot of resources; instead, look for good content and read the PDFs 

you can get from Telegram.

Every day, put in your best effort.

Stuff should not be piled up.

I kept up with Gaurav Garg's daily news.

Reasoning-Nowadays, puzzles are often asked.

I kept up with Gaurav Garg's daily news.
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Interview: How did you go about preparing for the interview?

Akshay Rishu: First and foremost, I'd like to emphasize that panelists are there to select you, not 

to condemn you.

    Make a list of all of your talents and abilities.

    Say no politely if you don't know the answer to that.

     They examine your personality rather than your intelligence, which they 

    have already examined.

     I believe it was sole because of the interview that my name was added to 

    the final merit list.

Interview: What kind of preparation did you do for the interview?

Akshay Rishu: I didn't sign up for any practice interviews.

     I devised a plan with a friend who had already passed the IBPS PO exam, 

    and we used to cross-question each other on a variety of subjects for ten 

    days prior to the interview.

     We used to double-check everything before we were happy.

     I learned the basics from Study Iq's YouTube channel (I watched Ankit 

    Agarwal Sir's video on the economy and several other educators' videos on 

    various topics).

     I was well-prepared in terms of current events.

Interview: What kind of questions did you get asked during the interview?

Akshay Rishu: The panel wanted to know what I had learned and come.

I wasn't strong enough in any one topic, so I explained that I had studied myself and come. 

They asked me ten questions about myself, and I was able to answer all of of them 

satisfactorily.

 How did you go about preparing for the interview?
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Interview: How do you feel about your capacity to take risks?

Akshay Rishu: For mains quant and gk, use the elimination process (recall things and play smart-

ly)

The willingness to take risks will come from giving mocks on a regular basis.

Interview: What message would you like to send to other hopefuls?

Akshay Rishu: When you experience rejection, take a week off.

Anyone who wants to learn more gk in less time can keep up with Gaurav Garg's current affairs.

The Study iq team is extremely proud of your accomplishment.



Topic In News

Why in News? 

 Employment crisis in India’s public sector:

 Monterey Policy in India
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Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has announced the 
key monetary policy decision recently amid a 
surge in coronavirus cases and the imposition of new restrictions to curtail the second wave of 
COVID-19 in India.

Monetary policy is the macroeconomic policy laid down by the central bank. 
It involves the management of money supply and interest rate and is the demand side eco-
nomic policy used by the government of a country to achieve macroeconomic objectives 
like inflation, consumption, growth, and liquidity.

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is vested with the responsibility of conducting monetary 
policy in India. This responsibility is explicitly mandated under the Reserve Bank of India Act, 
1934.
The monetary policy of the Reserve Bank of India is aimed at managing the quantity of 
money in order to meet the requirements of different sectors of the economy and to 
increase the pace of economic growth.
The RBI implements the monetary policy through open market operations, bank rate policy, 
reserve system, credit control policy, moral persuasion, and through many other instru-
ments.

RBI First Bi-monthly Monetary Policy 2021-22, 
Status of Growth and Inflation in Indian Economy

 Monetary Policy Vs Fiscal Policy: The Difference

Monetary policy and Fiscal policy both are broad macroeconomic tools to achieve the national 
socio-economic goals. However, there is a difference between both.
While Monetary policy involves changing the interest rate and influencing the money supply,
fiscal policy involves the government changing tax rates and levels of government spending 
to influence aggregate demand in the economy.
Also, while monetary policy is operated by RBI in consultation with the government, fiscal 
policy is almost exclusively dealt with by the Ministry of Finance. 
They are both used to pursue policies of higher economic growth or controlling inflation.



Objectives of Monetary Policy in India: Growth vs Price Stability?

What is ‘Inflation Targeting’?

Objectives of Monetary Policy in India: Growth vs Price Stability?
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Reduce the impact of inflationary shocks and the associated costs
Targeting a low rate of inflation would lead to a more stable and lower long-term rate of interest.

A central banking policy that revolves around meeting preset, publicly displayed targets for 
the annual rate of inflation. The benchmark used for inflation targeting is typically a price 
index of a basket of consumer goods, such as the Consumer Price Index (CPI).

There has been endless debate over ‘growth vs price stability as the main objective of the 
monetary policy of the RBI.
In its official version, the RBI has considered the primary objective of monetary policy is to 
maintain price stability while keeping in mind the objective of growth.
Further, according to the RBI, Price stability is a necessary precondition to sustainable growth.
In 2016, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Act, 1934 was amended to provide a statutory basis 
for the implementation of the flexible inflation-targeting framework.
The amended RBI Act also provides for the inflation target to be set by the Government of 
India, in consultation with the Reserve Bank, once every five years. 
Accordingly, the Central Government has notified 4% Consumer Price Index (CPI) inflation 
as the target for the period from August 5, 2016, to March 31, 2021, with the upper tolerance 
limit of 6% and the lower tolerance limit of 2%
The Central Government notified the following as factors that constitute a failure to achieve 
the inflation target:
• the average inflation is more than the upper tolerance level of the inflation target for any

three consecutive quarters; or
• the average inflation is less than the lower tolerance level for any three consecutive quarters.
Prior to the amendment in the RBI Act in 2016, the flexible inflation targeting framework was
governed by an Agreement on Monetary Policy Framework between the Government and
the Reserve Bank of India.

APR 

What is ‘Inflation Targeting’?

Monetary Policy Framework:

Underinflation targeting, the RBI will target a fixed rate of CPI inflation — between 2 and 6%
There would be a six-member Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) with representatives from 
RBI as well as the government to take key monetary decisions. 
The RBI will publish the operating targets as well as an operating procedure through which the 
target will be reached.
The central bank will also prepare a document every six months explaining the sources of infla-
tion and the forecast for the next six months.



Monetary Policy Committee (MPC):

Limitations of Monetary Policy in India:

Monetary Policy Committee (MPC):
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The monetary policy is more of a formal tool to help the economy achieve its objective vis-a-vis 
balancing inflation, economic growth, and price stability. In practice, unlike developed countries 
where financial institutions are more formal and well developed, the monetary policy in India 
often takes a long time to reflect the results on the ground. 
Reasons being:

Poor Monterey transmission: The reflection of the changes done by RBI in key policy rates 
such as Repo, Reverse Repo, etc. on the common market is called ‘monetary transmission. In
India, the process of monetary policy transmission is rather inefficient. At no time in the past

    has monetary transmission been better than 50%.
Undeveloped Money and Capital Markets: The money and capital markets are undeveloped. 

    These markets lack bills, stocks, and shares which limit the success of monetary policy.
Existence of Unregulated NBFCs: Non-bank financial intermediaries like the indigenous
bankers operate on a large scale in such countries but they are not under the control of the 

    monetary authority. The factor limits the effectiveness of monetary policy in such countries.
High Liquidity with the banks: The majority of commercial banks in India possess high liquid

    ity so that they are not influenced by the credit policy of the central bank.
Unorganized sector: In India, a large section of the economy runs in an unorganized sector 

    lacking formal transactions. These unaccounted monetary cash transactions also hamper the    
    efficiency of the monetary policy. 

Monetary Policy Vs Fiscal Policy: High fiscal deficit leads to more market borrowing by the 
    governments. This results in crowding out of the private investment. Also, government-deter
    mined purchase prices of agri-commodities, government subsidy levels on fuels, and imper
    fections in agricultural markets hinder the functioning of monetary policy. This creates a prob
    lem of non-coherence between the two policies.

Under the amended RBI Act, monetary policymaking is determined by the Monetary Policy 
Committee (MPC). It was introduced by an amendment in the RBI Act (amendment) 2016.
    The MPC is required to meet at least four times in a year.
    The Monetary Policy Committee is responsible for fixing the benchmark interest rate in India. 
    The committee comprises six members - three officials of the Reserve Bank of India and three   
    external members nominated by the Government of India.
    The quorum for the meeting of the MPC is four members.
    Each member of the MPC has one vote, and in the event of an equality of votes, the Governor 
    has a second or casting vote.
    The resolution adopted by the MPC is published after the conclusion of every meeting of the 
    MPC. 
    Once every six months, the Reserve Bank is required to publish a document called the Mone
    tary Policy Report to explain:

- the sources of inflation and
- the forecast of inflation for 6-18 months ahead.

    The Governor of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is the ex-officio chairman of MPC.

APR 



Way forward:
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A Multi-Indicator Approach: Due to inherent weaknesses, the monetary policy takes a long 
time to reflect the impacts. Under such scenarios, RBI can consider taking a more compre-
hensive approach to set the target of monetary policy which includes other parameters like 
economic growth, stable exchange rate, and financial stability, etc. 
Linking Cost of Funds with Market: In order to make the cost of funds flexible, both deposit 
and lending rates are linked to external benchmarks like the Mumbai Interbank Offer Rate 
(MIBOR). Linking small savings scheme interest rates to the market would be beneficial.
Coordination Between Fiscal Policy and Monetary Policy: For monetary policy to yield its 
desired results, it needs support from fiscal policy. A diatonically opposite monetary and fiscal 
policy hampers the efficacy of each other. The constitution of MPC is a well-intentioned step 
in this regard. 
Regulation of NBFCs: Given the increasing share of Monterey operations by NBFCs, there 
needs to be comprehensive regulation for NBFCs. It will help in monetary transitions. 

APR 
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Axis Bank becomes co-promoter of Max Life Insurance

                

A Initiative

Axis Bank Ltd has become co-promoters of Max Life Insurance Company Limited, after com-
pletion of the acquisition of a 12.99% stake collectively by the Axis Entities in the company.
Max Life’s Board will be recast with three Axis nominees. Axis Entities have the right to acquire 
another 7% in Max Life, Axis Bank.

Max Life Insurance CEO: Prashant Tripathy
Max Life Insurance Founded: 2001
Max Life Insurance Headquarters: New Delhi
Axis Bank CEO: Amitabh Chaudhry
Axis Bank Headquarters: Mumbai

People owning cryptos such as bitcoin, ethereum or ripple can pledge their holdings with 
crypto banks to get loans up to 50-60% of the asset value.
These loans come with no specific tenure and can be repaid at any time.
Interest at 12-15% per annum is lower than 12-24% charged by the banks on personal loans, 
along with a processing fee in the range of 2-3%.
Crypto-focused institutions such as EasyFi Network, Vault, and Cashaa, among others, have 
started their lending operations in India.

Crypto Banks started offering 
LOAN on Cryptocurrencies

ICICI Bank launches ‘Namma Chennai Smart Card’

RBL Bank and Mastercard announced their partnership to launch a mobile-based consum-
er-friendly payment solution – the Pay by Bank App, a first-of-its-kind payment functionality 
in India.
To provide enhanced security, ‘Pay by Bank App’ ensures that Bank customer’s payment 
credentials are never exposed to the merchant, making the transaction completely secure.



RBL Bank Founded: August 1943
RBL Bank Headquarters: Mumbai
RBL Bank MD & CEO: Vishwavir Ahuja.
Mastercard Headquarters: New York, United States.
Mastercard President: Michael Miebach.
Axis Bank Founded: 1993
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In a bid to promote digital payments banks in the country, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
announced that it has increased the maximum end-of-day balance for payment banks to ₹2 
lakh. Earlier, the limit was ₹1 lakh. 
Payments bank aims to further financial inclusion, especially through savings accounts and 
payments services.

Payments bank deposit limit doubled by RBI

RBI decides to publish Financial Inclusion Index

APR 2021

The Reserve Bank of India has decided to publish the Financial Inclusion Index. The FI index 
will be published annually in July for the previous financial year. 
RBI’s Governor Shaktikanta Das said Financial Inclusion has been a thrust area for the Govern-
ment, RBI, and other regulators, with significant progress made over the years. 

RBI sets up a committee to review the working of ARCs

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) constituted a committee that would examine the role of asset 
reconstruction companies (ARCs) in stressed debt resolution and review their business 
model.
The committee will submit its report within three months from the date of its first meeting.
The committee will review the existing legal and regulatory framework applicable to ARCs 
and recommend measures to improve the efficacy of ARCs.

India’s G-SAP versus Japan’s yield curve control policy

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI), India’s central bank, recently announced its Government 
Securities Acquisition Programme (G-SAP). 
Under this program, RBI has explicitly committed itself to purchase ₹1 trillion worth of out-
standing government securities (G-secs) from the market during the April-June 2021 quarter. 
RBI’s approach is different in key ways and it’s difficult to directly assess the success or failure 
of G-SAP
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SBI MF becomes first mutual fund house to cross ₹5 lakh crore 
average AUM mark

SBI Funds Management Pvt. Ltd became the first mutual fund house in India to cross the ₹5 
lakh crore average assets under management (AAUM) mark.
In the last year, SBI MF’s average AUM has grown to ₹5.04 lakh crore from ₹3.73 lakh crore,
recording a growth of 35 % during the financial year 2020-21.

Airtel Payments Bank announces ‘Rewards123’ savings account
Airtel Payments Bank’s MD and CEO: Nubrata Biswas.
Airtel Payments Bank Headquarters: New Delhi.
Airtel Payments Bank Founded: January 2017.

President promulgates Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code 
(Amendment) Ordinance, 2021

The amendments to IBC aim to provide an efficient alternative insolvency resolution framework 
for corporate persons classified as micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) under the 
Code.
The initiative is based on a trust model and the amendments honor the honest MSME owners 
by trying to ensure that the resolution happens and the company remains with them.
      The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code was passed by the Parliament in 2016.
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Singapore Currency: Singapore dollar.
Capital of Singapore: Singapore.
PM of Singapore: Lee Hsien Loong.

International 
A�airs

PM Modi and  Bangladesh PM Sheikh Hasina inaugurate passenger train between Dhaka to 
New Jalpaiguri.
The Foreign Secretary of India mentioned that for strengthening the people-to-people con-
nectivity, the two countries have agreed to start a new passenger train service ‘Mitali Express’
between Dhaka cantonment and New Jalpaiguri on the Chilahati-Haldibari train link
The Chilahati-Haldibari train link is a significant one as it connects north Bangladesh with 
north Bengal.

Singapore ratified the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) agreement, 
becoming the first participating country to do so in a multi-nation trade pact that brings 
together the 10 ASEAN economies as well as Australia, China, Japan, New Zealand, and South 
Korea.

Singapore ratifies mega free trade agreement RCEP

Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum identified 
Noura al-Matroushi as the country's first female astro-
naut

The United Arab Emirates names its first female astronaut

India Bangladesh new train 
MITALI EXPRESS launched

President of UAE: Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan.
Capital of UAE: Abu Dhabi; 
Currency: United Arab Emirates dirham.



Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum identified 
Noura al-Matroushi as the country's first female astro-
naut
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Polity and 
Governance

World Bank, AIIB approve a loan 
for USD 300 million projects to 
Punjab

The World Bank and Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) have approved loans for USD 
300 million (about Rs 2,190 crore) canal-based drinking water projects in Punjab.
The project is aimed at ensuring quality drinking water and minimizing water losses for Amrit-
sar and Ludhiana, according to a Punjab government statement.

President of Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank: Jin Liqun.
Headquarters of AIIB: Beijing, China.
AIIB established: 16 January 2016.
Punjab CM: Captain Amarinder Singh.
Punjab Governor: V.P.Singh Badnore.

A multi-stakeholder initiative supported by Piramal Foundation and Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation (BMGF), Anameya’ will converge efforts of various Government agencies and 
organizations to enhance the health and nutrition status of the tribal communities.

Union Ministers Dr. Harsh Vardhan and Arjun Munda launch Tribal 
Health Collaborative- ‘Anamaya’

Dr. Harsh Vardhan announces the launch of ̀ Aahaar Kranti’, “Aahaar Kranti” is a mission ded-
icated to spreading awareness about nutrition and access to all locally available nutritious 
food, fruits, and vegetables in India.
Vijnana Bharati (Vibha), ‘Global Indian Scientists and Technocrats’ Forum (GIST), Vigyan 
Prasar, and Pravasi Bharatiya Academic and Scientific Sampark (PRABHASS) have come 
together to launch the mission “Aahaar Kranti”, with the motto of ‘Uttam Aahaar- Uttam 
Vichaar’ or `Good Diet-Good Cognition’.

Dr. Harsh Vardhan announces the launch of `Aahaar Kranti’
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The Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), is an autonomous organization of 

the Government of India, involved in India's external cultural relations (cultural 

diplomacy), through cultural exchange with other countries and their peoples.

It was founded in 1950 by Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, independent of India’s first 

Education Minister.

The Indian government has launched the first-ever app that enables the user to learn Sanskrit, 
the ancient language of the country. The app created by Indian Council for Cultural Relations 
(ICCR) has been named 'Little Guru.
The app was launched during the celebrations of the 71st Foundation Day of ICCR.

India's first mobile app for learning Sanskrit LITTLE GURU launched

Railways complete the Arch closure of the iconic Chenab Bridge, the 
World's Highest Railway Bridge.

The Principal Scientific Adviser to the Government of India Prof. K VijayRaghavan virtually 
launched the “MANAS” App.
The objective is to promote wellbeing across age groups. 
MANAS which stands for Mental Health and Normalcy Augmentation System was endorsed 
as a national program by the Prime Minister’s Science, Technology, and Innovation Adviso-
ry Council (PM-STIAC).

Community Mental-Health Digital platform MANAS launched by the 
Principal Scientific Adviser

This portal is being developed for online registration to achieve a traceability source of Honey 
and other beehive products on a digital platform. This will also help in checking the quality 
and source of adulteration of honey.

Union Minister Narendra Singh Tomar launches Madhukranti portal 
and Honey Corners of NAFED in New Delhi

‘Anamaya’ is a Tribal Health Collaborative launched by the Union Minister of Health and 
Family Welfare and Union Minister of Tribal Affairs jointly.
The Collaborative is a multi-stakeholder initiative of the Tribal Affairs Ministry supported by 
Piramal Foundation and Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF).

Tribal Health Collaborative ‘Anamaya’: A Multi-Stakeholder Initiative 
to enhance Tribal Health and Nutrition launched

The Indian Railways recently completed the Arch closure of the iconic Chenab Bridge.
Chenab Bridge is the world's highest railway bridge and a part of the Udhampur-Sri
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nagar-Baramulla rail link project (USBRL).

The 6th Edition of the prestigious Raisina Dialogue was jointly 
organized by the Ministry of External Affairs and the Observer 
Research Foundation.
It was held virtually from 13-16 April 2021.
The theme for the 2021 Edition is "#ViralWorld: Outbreaks, 
Outliers, and Out of Control”.

Raisina Dialogue-2021

This achievement is a major leap towards the completion of the 111 k.m. long winding 
stretch from Katra to Banihal. This bridge is 1315m long.
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Defence and

apr

Defense Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) lab Defence Materials and Stores 
Research and Development Establishment (DMSRDE), Kanpur has developed a lightweight 
Bullet Proof Jacket (BPJ) weighing 9.0 kilograms, meeting the qualitative requirements of 
the Indian Army.
The Front Hard Armour Panel (FHAP) jacket was tested at Terminal Ballistics Research Lab-
oratory (TBRL), Chandigarh, and met relevant BIS standards

CDS General Bipin Rawat operationalizes Joint Logistics Node in 
Mumbai

Joint Logistics Node will provide integrated logistics cover to the Armed Forces for their small 
arms ammunition, rations, fuel, general stores, civil hired transport, aviation clothing, 
spares, and also engineering support in an effort to synergize their operational efforts.

DRDO develops lightweight 
Bullet Proof Jacket for Indian 
Army

Chairman DRDO: Dr. G Satheesh Reddy.
DRDO Headquarters: New Delhi.
DRDO Established: 1958.

Army War College, Mhow celebrates Golden Jubilee

The Army War College (AWC), Mhow celebrated its Golden Jubilee to mark 50 glorious years 
of its inception as the premier training institute of the Indian Army. 
The College is the fountain-head of all tactical training in the Indian Army and solely responsi-
ble for training officers of the Indian Armed Forces and from friendly foreign countries. 

The motto of the institution is ‘Yuddhaya Karir Nischaya’ which means 
‘Into Battle With Resolve’. 
The college was set up in 1971 in Mhow, Madhya Pradesh.



Indian Navy Ships and Aircraft to participate in exercise La Perouse 
Advanced Chaff Technology

La Pérouse maritime exercise was conducted in the Eastern Indian Ocean Region from 05 to 07 
Apr 2021.
This maritime exercise is seen by many as ‘Quad+1 (France) exercise.

STUDY IQA Initiative
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Shri Mukhmeet S. Bhatia takes over the charge of Director General of ESIC.
The objective of the Employees' State Insurance Corporation (ESIC) is to manage Employees' 
State Insurance (ESI) funds according to rules and regulations stipulated in the ESI Act 1948.
The Employees' State Insurance Corporation (ESIC) can set up hospitals either independently 
or in collaboration with state government or other private entities, but most of the dispensa-
ries and hospitals are run by concerned state governments.

Appointments 
& Resignations 
Shri Mukhmeet S. Bhatia takes 
over the charge of Director Gener-
al of ESIC

Punjab appoints Sonu Sood as state’s covid vaccination ambassador

Bollywood actor Sonu Sood has been made the brand ambassador for Punjab's anti-corona-
virus vaccination program.
During the coronavirus-induced lockdown last year, the actor had helped migrants reach 
their home states.

Punjab CM: Captain Amarinder Singh.
Punjab Governor: V.P.Singh Badnore.

Siddharth Singh Longjam to replace Navin Agarwal as NADA DG

IAS officer Siddharth Singh Longjam will take over as the National Anti-Doping Agency's 
Director-General, succeeding Navin Agarwal who listed the creation of Athletes Biological 
Passport (ABP) for around 60 elite Indian sportspersons as one of the highlights of his 
tenure.
Longjam is currently serving as joint secretary in the sports ministry and is also the CEO of the 
currently suspended National Dope Testing Laboratory (NDTL).

NADA Headquarters location: New Delhi;
NADA Founded: 24 November 2005.



STUDY IQA Initiative

bankiq.in 2021apr

Shri Sushil Chandra assumed charge as the 24th Chief Election Commissioner of India, suc-
ceeding Shri Sunil Arora.
Shri Chandra has been serving in the Commission as Election Commissioner since 15 February 
2019.

Shri Sushil Chandra takes over as the 24th CEC of India.

RBI approves re-appointment of Murali Natarajan as DCB Bank 
MD and CEO

BCCI's ACU chief Khandwawala 'ready for the new role' ahead 
of IPL 2021

Reserve Bank of India has approved the re-appointment of Murali M. Natrajan as Managing 
Director & CEO of Private sector lender, DCB Bank.
He has received RBI approval for a further period of one year from April 29, 2021.
He was appointed as MD and CEO of DCB Bank in May 2009.
Prior to joining DCB, Natrajan has worked with foreign banks Standard Chartered & Citibank

Mallika Srinivasan 1st Pvt sector specialist to be appointed 
as chief of PESB

Mallika Srinivasan, Chairman and Managing Director of Tractors and Farm Equipment (TAFE) 
Limited has been appointed as the chairperson of the Public Enterprises Selection Board 
(PESB), an order issued by the personnel ministry.
The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has approved the appointment of Srinivasan as 
the chairperson of PESB for a period of three years.

The Election Commission of India is an autonomous constitutional authority 
responsible for administering Union and State election processes in India.
The body administers elections to the Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha, and State Legis-
lative Assemblies in India, and the offices of the President and Vice President 
in the country
Article 324 to 329 of the constitution deals with powers, function, tenure, 
eligibility, etc of the commission and the member.

DCB Bank Headquarters: Maharashtra.
DCB Bank Founded: 1930.

Minister of Personnel, Public Grievances, and Pensions: Narendra Modi.
Minister of State in the Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and 
Pensions: Jitendra Singh.



The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) has appointed Shabir Hussein Shekhadam 
Khandwawala as the new head of the Anti-Corruption Unit, ahead of the Indian Premier 
League. A former DGP of Gujarat, the 70-year-old Khandwawala has taken over from Ajit 
Singh - whose term got over on March 31.

Govt appoints S Ramann as SIDBI chairman & managing director

The government has appointed S Ramann as Chairman and Managing Director of Small Indus-
tries Development Bank of India (SIDBI).
The appointment is for a period of three years from the date of his assuming the charge or until 
further orders, a government statement said.
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Secretary of BCCI: Jay Shah.
President of BCCI: Sourav Ganguly.
Headquarters of BCCI: Mumbai, Maharashtra; Founded: December 1928.

SIDBI set up on 2nd April 1990;
SIDBI Headquarters: Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh.



Government 
Scheme
Education Minister Ramesh Pokhri-
yal Nishank launches SARTHAQ ini-
tiative for implementation of NEP

ICICI Bank, PhonePe Tie Up For Issuance of FASTags

Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank launched 
an initiative SARTHAQ which will help in the implementation of the National Education Policy 
in the country. 
The student’s and teachers’ holistic advancement through quality education, SARTHAQ has 
been initiated as a part of the Amrit Mahotsav celebrations.

STUDY IQA Initiative
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ICICI Bank and PhonePe announced their partnership for the issuance of FASTag using UPI on 
the PhonePe App. This integration allows over 280 million registered PhonePe users to order 
and track the ICICI Bank FASTag conveniently on the app.
ICICI Bank is the first bank to partner with PhonePe for the issuance of FASTag.

ICICI Bank Headquarters: Mumbai, Maharashtra.
ICICI Bank MD & CEO: Sandeep Bakhshi.
ICICI Bank Tagline: Hum Hai Na, Khayal Apka.
CEO of Phonepe: Sameer Nigam
Headquarters location of Phonepe: Bengaluru, Karnataka.

TRIFED launches “Sankalp se Siddhi”- Village and Digital Connect Drive

TRIFED under the Ministry of Tribal Affairs has now launched “Sankalp se Siddhi” - Village and 
Digital Connect Drive.
 It is a 100-day drive which was started on the 1st of this month. 
The drive will entail 150 teams visiting ten villages each of which 10 in each region from TRIFED 
and State Implementation Agencies, visiting ten villages each.

TRIFED launches “Sankalp se Siddhi”- Village and Digital Connect Drive

Convergence between Ministry of Food Processing Industries and Ministry of Rural 
Development for the Pradhan Mantri .



In a major push towards deep technology and driving the country to become a digital-
ly transformed nation, Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), NITI Aayog launched 
AIM-PRIME (Program for Researchers on Innovations, Market-Readiness & Entre-
preneurship), an initiative to promote and support science-based deep-tech startups 
& ventures across India.
In this regard, AIM has joined hands with Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF) to 
launch this nationwide program. 
It will be implemented by Venture Center – a non-profit technology business incuba-
tor.

Punjab National Bank launches digital initiative PNB@Ease
Punjab National Bank Headquarters: New Delhi.
Punjab National Bank MD and CEO: S. S. Mallikarjuna Rao.
Punjab National Bank Founded: 19 May 1894, Lahore, Pakistan.
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The Ministry of Food Processing Industries (MoFPI) has launched an all India “Cen-
trally Sponsored Pradhan Mantri Formalization of Micro Food Processing Enter-
prises (PM FME) Scheme” to be implemented over a period of five years f rom 
2020-21 to 2024-25 with an outlay of Rs 10,000 crores.

Formalization of Micro Food Processing Enterprises Scheme.

Union Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal virtually inaugurated e-SAN-
TA, an electronic marketplace providing a platform to connect aqua farmers and 
buyers.
Speaking on the occasion, Mr. Goyal said e-SANTA will raise income, lifestyle, 
self-reliance, quality levels, traceability, and provide new options for the aqua 
farmers.

Piyush Goyal Launches “e-SANTA”, an Electronic Marketplace For Aqua 
Farmers

AIM PRIME Initiative launched by NITI Aayog
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Tamil Nadu’s, Arjun Kalyan became India’s 68th Chess Grandmaster when he crossed the 
2500 ELO mark after beating Dragan Kosic in the fifth round of GM Round Robin “Rujna 
Zore-3” in Serbia.
Arjun is coached by IM Saravanan and Ukrainian GM Aleksandr Goloshchapov and began play-
ing chess at the age of nine and got his FIDE rating a year later.
• Viswanathan Anand is the first Grandmaster of India having achieved the feat in 1988.

Poland's Hubert Hurkacz was vaulted into the top 20 for the first time in his career after clinching 
his maiden Masters 1000 title at the Miami Open; a win he said provided added "motivation" to 
succeed.
The 24-year-old downed Jannik Sinner 7-6(4), 6-4 in the men's final as a handful of double-faults
in the match proved costly for his 19-year-old Italian opponent.

The 2023 men's boxing World Championships 
will be held in Uzbekistan capital Tashkent.
International Boxing Association (AIBA) Presi-
dent Umar Kremlev confirmed Tashkent as the 
host city during a visit to Uzbekistan.
The city of Tashkent is awarded the 2023 AIBA 
Men's boxing World Boxing Championships 
after the successful bid presentation by the 
Boxing Federation of Uzbekistan.

2023 Men's Boxing World Championships to be held in Uzbekistan's cap-
ital Tashkent

Hubert Hurkacz beats Jannik Sinner to win Masters final in Miami

Sports

Arjun Kalyan becomes 68th Indian 
Grandmaster

Uzbekistan Capital: Tashkent.
Uzbekistan President: Shavkat Mirziyoyev.
Uzbekistan Currency: Uzbekistani soʻm.



Rank & Reports
India slips 28 places, ranks 140 
among 156 countries in WEF’s 
Global Gender Gap Report 2021

World Economic Forum Headquarters: Cologny, Switzerland.
World Economic Forum Founder: Klaus Schwab.
World Economic Forum Founded: January 1971.

India has slipped 28 places to rank 140th among
156 countries in the World Economic Forum’s 
Global Gender Gap Report 2021, becoming the 
third-worst performer in South Asia.
According to the report, India has closed 62.5 percent of its gender gap to date.
According to the report, the estimated earned income of women in India is only one-fifth of 
men's, which puts the country among the bottom 10 globally on this indicator.

bankiq.in

STUDY IQA Initiative

2021apr

'Dangerous Country for Journalists', India's Press Freedom Rank is 
142, IT Rules Make it Worse

India has been listed under countries considered “bad” for journalism and is among the most 
dangerous places in the world for journalists, according to Reporters Without Borders, which 
published its 2021 World Press Freedom Index.
For the second successive year, India has ranked 142 among 180 countries on the Index. 
Among India’s neighbors, Nepal is at 106, Sri Lanka at 127, and Myanmar, before the military 
coup, features at 140. 



The award comprises a Swarna Kamal (Golden Lotus) medallion, a shawl, and a cash 
prize of ₹1,000,000.
It was presented for the first time in 1969.

The film revolves around a pug and two boys, who are around 10 years old. Speaking about the 
award, director Vinod Sam Peter said, "Winning at Moscow International Film Festival is a 
great deal of pride for me and the team."
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The Dadasaheb Phalke Award is India's highest award in the field of cinema. 
It is presented annually at the National Film Awards ceremony by the Directorate of Film Fes-
tivals, an organization under the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting. 
As of 2021, there have been 51 awardees. Rajnikanth is the latest recipient of the award. 

Dutee Chand, the Jakarta Asian Games silver-medalist in 100 and 200 meters, will receive 
Chhattisgarh Veerni Award.
Due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, the inaugural edition of the awards ceremony will be 
held virtually on April 14.
The award, instituted by the Chhattisgarh state government, recognizes the contribution of 
Indian women in different fields, including sports. In 2019, the Odisha sprinter became the 
first Indian woman to win a gold medal at the World University Games held in Italy.

New Zealand men's captain Kane Williamson was awarded the Sir Richard Hadlee Medal for 
the fourth time in six years, while Amelia Kerr and Devon Conway claimed double honors at 
the New Zealand Cricket Awards for the 2020-21 season.
Williamson's incredible home Test summer helped him claim the supreme award, along 
with the International Test Player of the Year and the Redpath Cup for first-class batting, 
after he amassed a whopping 639 runs in just four innings at an average of 159.

Marathi film 'Puglya' has bagged the Best Foreign Language Feature award at Moscow Inter-
national Film Festival 2021. 

Dutee Chand to receive Chhattisgarh Veerni Award

Marathi film Puglya wins Best Foreign Feature at Moscow Film Fest

Kane Williamson awarded Sir Richard Hadlee Medal

Honours and
Awards

PM congratulates Rajinikanth for 
Dadasaheb Phalke Award



The film revolves around a pug and two boys, who are around 10 years old. Speaking about the 
award, director Vinod Sam Peter said, "Winning at Moscow International Film Festival is a 
great deal of pride for me and the team."

Marathi film 'Puglya' has bagged the Best Foreign Language Feature award at Moscow Inter-
national Film Festival 2021. 

Wisden Almanack’s ODI player of the 2010s-Virat Kohli
ODI Cricketer of the 1990s-Sachin Tendulkar
ODI Cricketer for the 1980s-Kapil Dev
Leading Cricketer of the Year-Ben Stokes(England)
Leading Women’s Cricketer in the World- Beth Mooney(Australia)

Wisden Award 2021 announced

To commemorate the 50th anniversary of the first One-Day International, five ODI cricket-
ers of the decade have been listed in Wisden Almanack’s 2021 edition.
One cricketer has been selected from each decade between 1971 and 2021.

STUDY IQA Initiative
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Miscellaneous

India’s first solar Agro Photovoltaic 
power project in Jammu & Kashmir

A draft proposal for the plant is believed to have been submitted and work on the project, with 
an estimated cost of Rs 50 cr, is expected to begin this month.
It will be a farm where Kashmir’s famous saffron will be cultivated but also double as a solar 
power project that is expected to generate up to 10 megawatts of electricity for the Valley

Indian Coast Guard Ship VAJRA commissioned into ICG

Vajra is the sixth in the series of seven Offshore Patrol Vessels which has been benefited from 
the high communication and navigation systems.
The Indian Coast Guard Ship ‘Vajra’ was formally commissioned on March 24, 2021, into the 
service in Chennai. It will be the sixth offshore vessel that will aim at enhancing coastal securi-
ty.

Jammu & Kashmir to declare 6 sites as Protected Wetlands 

Srinagar Dal lake along with other famous ones in J&K is to be declared protected wetlands.
The other lakes which are to be declared protected wetlands include Purmandal lake, also 
called Chotta Kashi, located in the Samba district.
Wular, Dal, Nigeen lakes in the Kashmir region and Sanasar, Manasbal, and Purmandal lakes 
in the Jammu region are declared as protected wetlands
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The Maharashtra government has declared an area at Amboli in the Western Ghats in Sind-
hudurg district as a biodiversity heritage site. 
The decision to declare the area as the biodiversity heritage site is taken because of the discov-
ery of rare fish species.
Earlier, the State government had declared the Glory of Allapalli in Gadchiroli district, 
Landor Khori Park in Jalgaon, Ganesh Khind in Pune, myristica swamp vegetation in Sind-
hudurg district as biodiversity heritage sites.

Amboli in Maharashtra named Biodiversity heritage site
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India's biggest floating solar power plant to be set up at Ramagun-
dam in Telangana

India's biggest floating solar power plant with a capacity of 100 MW will be set up at 
Ramagundam in Telangana. 
The project expected to be opened in May is being set up at Ramagundam thermal power 
plant reservoir. The solar project is commissioned by the National Thermal Power Corporation 
(NTPC). 
The project, which is estimated to cost around 423 crore rupees, will have 4.5 lakh photovol-
taic panels.

Russia registers world’s 1st Covid vaccine Carnivac-Cov for animals

The vaccine for animals, developed by a unit of Rosselkhoznadzor, was named Carnivac-Cov, 
the watchdog's deputy head Konstantin Savenkov said.
Mass production of the Covid-19 vaccine could start as early as next month.

Priyanka Mohite from western Maharashtra’s Satara has become the first Indian woman 
climber to scale Mt Annapurna, the 10th highest peak in the world, reported PTI.
Located in Nepal, it is the world’s 10th highest peak and is considered to be one of the tough-
est mountains to climb.

Priyanka Mohite Becomes 1st Indian Woman to Scale Mt Annapurna

Maharashtra Governor: Bhagat Singh Koshyari.
Maharashtra Capital: Mumbai.
Maharashtra CM: Uddhav Thackeray.

Telangana Capital: Hyderabad.
Telangana Governor: Tamilisai Soundararajan.
Telangana Chief minister: K. Chandrashekar Rao.

NASA’s Ingenuity Helicopter, which was sent to Mars strapped to the Perseverance rover, will 
take its first experimental flight on the Red Planet on or after April 14, the space agency has 
announced
NASA had unlocked the rotor blades of its Ingenuity helicopter, thereby allowing them to 
spin freely, on April 7.
If things go as planned, Ingenuity, a 1.8-kilogram rotorcraft, will become the first helicopter 
to fly on another planet.

NASA Mars Helicopter INGENUITY prepares for 1st flight 
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World’s Largest Solar Power Park in Gujarat near Pakistan border

Gujarat is building the ‘world’s largest solar power park, close to its border with Pakistan.
Approximately 30 kilometers from the last point accessible to civilians in the Rann of Kutch, 
an area roughly the size of Singapore — 72,600 hectares or 726 square kilometers — has 
been set aside for what is being touted as the world’s largest hybrid solar-wind power park.
In this remote desert area, where no human resides, the sun beats down relentlessly.



Banking and Financial Awareness

PRACTICE CURRENT AFFAIRS MCQ’S

Ques -1) YES Bank will launch YES Essence Plus to support who among the following?

(a) Farmers (b) Millennials (c) Women entrepreneurs (d) Street Vendors

Ques -2) Which among the following has rolled out a ₹10,000-crore ‘Special Refinance Facili-
ty-2021’ (SRF-2021)?

(a) EXIM BANK (b) National Housing Bank (c) SIDBI (d) SEBI

Ques -3) According to the World Bank, the GDP growth for India for FY 2021-22 will be what per-
cent?

(a) 9.5% (b) 8.6% (c) 11.2% (d) 10.1 %

Ques -4) Which bank has inked a $1 billion loan agreement with Japan Bank for International 
Cooperation (JBIC)?

(a) Punjab National Bank
(c) Bank of Baroda

(b) State Bank of India
(d) Canara Bank

Ques -5) Which bank has launched a “UNI – CARBON CARD”, an HPCL co-branded credit card on 
the Rupay platform of NPCI?

(a) Axis bank (b) Union Bank of India (c) Yes Bank (d) UCO Bank

Ques -6) The Punjab National Bank (PNB) has introduced which digital initiative in which custom-
ers facilitate and approve all bank branch transactions?

(a) PNB@You (b) PNB@New (c) PNB@Ease (d) PNB@Core

Ques-7)  Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has announced the setting up of a Regulations Review 
Authority, RRA 2.0 under whose chairmanship?

(a) M Rajeshwar Rao (b) Michael Patra (c) Mahesh Jain (d) BP Kanungo

Ques -8) Which Foreign Bank has recently made an announcement to exit from the consumer 
banking business in India?

(a) HSBC India (b) Deutsche Bank (c) DBS Bank (d) CitiBank

Ques -9) Which bank has partnered with Mastercard to launch the Pay by Bank App?

(a) Yes Bank (b) Axis Bank (c) RBL Bank (d) HDFC Ban

Ques -10) Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman participated in which edition of the Development 
Committee Meeting of the World Bank and IMF?

(a) 105th (b) 103rd (c) 98th (d) 100th
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Ques -11) Which Bank has approved a USD 484-million loan to improve transport connectivity in 
the Chennai-Kanyakumari Industrial Corridor (CKIC)?

(a) World Bank (b) New Development Bank
(c) Asian Development Bank (d) Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank

Ques -12)  Which Payments Bank has launched its new savings account 'Rewards123’?

(a) Airtel Payments Bank (b) Jio Payments Bank
(c) Fino Payments Bank (d) India Post Payments Bank

Ques -13)  Which has become India's first urban co-operative bank (UCB) to operate as a Small 
Finance Bank (SFB)?

(a) Shivalik Mercantile Co-operative Bank (b) Ahmedabad Mercantile Co-Op Bank
(c) Goa Urban Co-operative Bank (d) Akola Urban Co-operative Bank

Ques -14) According to data released by RBI, Bank credit grew by what percent lakh crore in the 
financial year ended March 31, 2021?

(a) 3.23% (b) 5.56% (c) 7.34% (d) 6.67%

Ques -15) Which Bank will sell its 100 % stake of its UK subsidiary to OpenPayd Holdings Ltd?

(a) HDFC Bank (b) ICICI Bank (c) Axis Bank (d) Yes Bank

Ques -16) Which bank has approved USD 32 million projects to boost health services in Mizoram?

(a) Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (b) New Development Bank
(c) Asian Development Bank (d) World Bank

Ques -17) RBI in its Monetary Policy Report of April has projected India’s GDP growth rate at what 
percent for FY 2021-22?

(a) 10.1% (b) 10.5% (c) 11.0% (d) 9.6%

Ques -18) The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has predicted India’s GDP growth at what per 
cent for FY22?

(a) 11.5% (b) 12.5% (c) 10.4% (d) 11.7%

Ques -19) RBI has fixed the limits for Ways and Means Advances (WMA) at what amount for the 
first half of the financial year 2021-22 (April 2021 to September 2021)?

(a) ₹3.13 lakh crore (b) ₹2.10 lakh crore (c) ₹1.20 lakh crore (d) ₹4.10 lakh crore
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Ques-1) Which country has launched its first-ever mega food park project in India?

(a) Italy (b) France (c) Russia (d) Japan

Ques -2) India and which country have signed an agreement on ‘Cities combating plastic entering 
the marine environment’?

(a) Denmark (b) Germany (c) Canada (d) Norway

Ques-3) The Barakah Nuclear Energy Plant, which commenced its commercial operations recent-
ly, is located in which country?

(a) Saudi Arabia (b) Chad (c) Qatar (d) UAE

Ques -4) Which country is conducting multinational air force exercise Aces Meet 2021-1?

(a) Bahrain (b) Egypt                               (c) Pakistan (d) Israel

Apr 2021bankiq.in
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International Affairs

Ques-1) External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar attended which edition of the Ministerial Conference 
of Heart of Asia - Istanbul Process (HoA-IP) on Afghanistan in Dushanbe?

(a) Eighth (b) Ninth (c) Fifth (d) Eleventh

Ques -2) Which of the following institution has decided to publish the Financial Inclusion Index?

(a) SEBI (b) FICCI (c) RBI (d) Niti Aayog

Ques-3) Union Minister Narendra Singh Tomar has launched the portal of National Agricultural 
Cooperative Marketing Federation, NAFED in New Delhi?

(a) Madhukranti (b) Madhubani (c) Meethikranti (d) Madhutmeet

Ques -4) Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank has launched which initiative to help in 
the implementation of National Education Policy in the country?

(a) SARTHAQ (b) AVANTIKA (c) SANDARBH (d) CHALK

Ques -5) What is the name of the first AI-driven Research Portal of the Supreme Court which was 
launched recently by CJI S A Bobde?

(a) TUPAE (b) AIPACE (c) WECASE (d) SUPACE

Ques -6) Which edition of the Raisina Dialogue will be inaugurated by PM Narendra Modi on 16th 
April?

(a) 6th (b) 4th (c) 8th (d) 10th

Ques -7) Union Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal have launched an electronic mar-
ketplace providing a platform to connect aqua farmers and the buyers?

(a) e-TIME (b) e-SPINE (c) e-FINE (d) e-SANTA

Polity and Governance
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Defence and Security

Ques -8) NITI Aayog, in partnership with Bill and Melinda Gates has launched a national digital 
repository on health and nutrition under which name?

(a) Poshan Gyan (b) Poshan Mitra (c) Poshan Sewa (d) Poshan Vidya

Ques -9) Union Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan has launched which mission to spread the message of 
the need for a nutritionally balanced diet?

(a) Poshan Kranti (b) Aahaar Kranti (c) Sampoorna Poshan (d) Annapurna

Ques -10) Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) and NITI Aayog have launched an initiative to promote and 
support science-based deep-tech startups & ventures across India?

(a) AIM-STAR (b) AIM-STEM (c) AIM- PRISM (d) AIM-PRIME

Ques -11) Which Ministry has launched the "MyNEP2020" Platform?

(a) Ministry of Home Affairs (b) Ministry of Finance
(c) Ministry of Defence (d) Ministry of Education

Ques -12) Union Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan has virtually inaugurated an Alignment and Aware-
ness Event for the promotion of which scheme?

(a) DSIR-PRISM (b) CSIR-RISE (c) DSIR-STEM (d) CSIR-PRIME

Ques -1) India is conducting military exercise “Khanjar” with which of the following countries?

(a) Bangladesh (b) Kyrgyzstan (c) Turkmenistan (d) France

Ques -2) Which laboratory of DRDO has developed SpO2 (Blood Oxygen Saturation) supplemental 
Oxygen Delivery System?

(a) DIBER, Haldwani (b) CVRDE, Chennai (c) DEBEL, Bengaluru (d) ADRDE, Agra

Ques -3) Varuna naval exercise will be held between India, France, and which country?

(a) UAE (b) Russia (c) Australia (d) Japan

Ques -4) Which Indian hydrographic survey ship has been sent to Mauritius to undertake joint 
hydrographic surveys along with their Mauritian counterparts?

(a) INS Makar (b) INS Darshak (c) INS Nirupak (d) INS Sarvekshak

Ques -5) India and which country has agreed to go for joint production and export of military hard-
ware?

(a) Russia (b) South Korea (c) Japan (d) Denmark
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Ques -1) Who has assumed additional charge as Chairman and Managing Director (CMD) of 
ONGC?

(a) Subhash Kumar (b) Rajesh Kakkar
(c) Om Prakash Singh (d) Anurag Sharma

Ques -2) Murali M. Natrajan has been re-appointed as the Managing Director & CEO of which 
Bank?

(a) Federal Bank (b) Axis Bank (c) DCB Bank (d) Dhanlaxmi Bank

Ques -3) Who has taken charge as the Director-General of Employees’ State Insurance Corporation 
(ESIC)?

(a) Keshav Kumar Agrawal (b) Prem Narayan Arora
(c) Lakhan Ojha (d) Mukhmeet Bhatia

Ques -4) SportzXchange has appointed whom as its brand ambassador?

(a) Virat Kohli (b) Prithvi Shaw (c) Rahul Dravid (d) Rohit Sharma

Ques -5) RBI under whose chairmanship has constituted a committee to review the working of 
Asset Reconstruction Companies (ARCs)?

(a) Sudarshan Sen (b) Anil Kumar Sharma (c) Mridul Saggar (d) Vivek Deep

Ques -6) Who will take over as the National Anti-Doping Agency's (NADA) Director-General?

(a) Siddharth Singh Longjam (b) Ravi Mital
(c) Sandip Pradhan (d) Anish Shah

Ques -7)  Who has become the 68th Grandmaster of India?

(a) Pravin Thipsay (b) Arjun Kalyan (c) Abhijit Kunte (d) Nihal Sarin

Ques -8) Who has become the first Indian woman to scale Mt Annapurna?

(a) Premlata Agrawal (b) Shivangi Pathak (c) Priyanka Mohite (d) Santosh Yadav

Ques -9) Who has been appointed as external auditor of the Organisation for the Prohibition of 
Chemical Weapons (OPCW)?

(a) Vinod Rai (b) Shashi Kant Sharma (c) Rajiv Mehrishi (d) G C Murmu

Ques -10) Who has been appointed as the Brand Ambassador of Vivo?

(a) Rohit Sharma (b) Virat Kohli (c) Ajinkya Rahane (d) Hardik Pandya

Ques -11) Who has been appointed as the Chairman and Managing Director of Small Industries 
and Development Bank of India (SIDBI)?

(a) Satya Venkata Rao (b) Pankaj Jain (c) Ashish Gupta (d) S Ramann

Appointments and Resignations
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Ques -12)  Who has been appointed as the next Chief Election Commissioner of India?

(a) Krishna Murthy (b) Sushil Chandra (c) O. P. Rawat (d) Ashok Lavasa

Ques -13) Who has been appointed as the first woman Director-General of the National Council of 
Applied Economic Research (NCAER)?

(a) Shubangi Sharma (b) Poonam Gupta
(c) Vidhya Gupta (d) Nandini Shekhar

Ques -14) Guillermo Lasso has been elected as the President of which country?

(a) Colombia (b) Spain (c) Ecuador (d) Brazil

Ques -15) Who has been appointed as the chairperson of the Public Enterprises Selection Board 
(PESB)?

(a) Mallika Srinivasan (b) Shekhar Mital (c) Naveen Bhandari (d) Mitaali Sinha

Ques -1) Which Ministry recently organized the Gender Samvaad event?

(a) Ministry of Social Justice (b) Ministry of Rural Development
(c) Ministry of Jal Shakti (d) Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs

Ques -2)  The Ministry of Health and Tribal Affairs have launched which Tribal Health Collaborative 
initiative?

(a) Avantika (b) Anamaya (c) Aarushi (d) Anant

Ques -3) The National Health Policy for Rare Diseases has been approved. Under which scheme the 
financial support of Rs. 20 lakhs has been proposed?

(a) Ayushman Bharat (b) Jan Arogya Yojana
(c) Aam Aadmi Bima Yojana (d) Rastriya Arogya Nidhi

Government Scheme

Ques -1) Who has won the ICC Men's Player of the Month for March 2021?

(a) Bhuvneshwar Kumar (b) Kane Williamson
(c) Stuart Broad (d) Trent Boult

Ques -2) Which country topped the medal tally at ISSF World Cup 2021 with 30 medals?

(a) United States (b) United States (c) Italy (d) Germany

Ques -3) Who has been named Wisden's leading cricketer in the world?

(a) Kane Williamson (b) Virat Kohlli (c) Ben Stokes (d) Stuart Broad

Ques -4) WWho has become the first Indian woman to win two consecutive gold medals in the 
Asian Wrestling championship?

(a) Anshu Malik (b) Divya Kakran (c) Vinesh Phogat (d) Sarita Mor

Sports

Apr 2021bankiq.in

Ques -12)  Who has been appointed as the next Chief Election Commissioner of India?

STUDY IQA Initiative
Page 34



Ques -5) Saikhom Mirabai Chanu set a new World Record in the women's 49kg Clean and Jerk 
with a massive 119kg lift, she hails from which state?

(a) Tripura (b) Assam (c) Manipur (d) Sikkim

Ques -6) Who has been conferred the ‘Kalinga Ratna’ award for the year 2021?

(a) Vajubhai Vala (b) Bhagat Singh Koshyari
(c) Biswa Bhusan Harichandan (d) Phagu Chauhan

Ques -7) Who has conferred the 51st Dadasaheb Phalke Award for 2019?

(a) Pankaj Kapur (b) Rajnikant (c) Kamal Haasan (d) Naseeruddin Shah

Ques -8) Name the athlete who will receive the Chhattisgarh Veerni Award?

(a) Hima Das (b) Priyanka Goswami (c) Dutee Chand (d) Shivpal Singh

Ques -9) Where will the 2023 men's boxing World Championships be held?

(a) Germany (b) India (c) Uzbekistan (d) Bahrain

Ques -1) What is the rank of India in the 'Inclusive Internet Index‘ released by Facebook, a Face-
book-Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU)?

(a) 50th (b) 34th (c) 49th (d) 25th

Ques -2) Which of the following organizations has published the report State of World Population 
Report 2021 titled ‘My Body is My Own’?

(a) United Nations Development Programme (b) United Nations Human Rights Council
(c) World Health Organization (d) United Nations Population Fund’s

Ques -3) What is the rank of India in the World Press Freedom Index 2021?

(a) 134th (b) 156th (c) 142nd (d) 111th

Ques -4) What is the rank of India in the World Economic Forum’s Global Gender Gap Index 2021?

(a) 120th (b) 150th (c) 140th (d) 110th

Rank & Reports

Ques -1) Which Marathi film has won the best foreign-language film at the Moscow International 
Film Festival 2021?

(a) Hirkani (b) Puglya (c) Mauli (d) Gavthi

Ques -2) Which movie won the award for best film at 74th edition of the British Academy Film 
Awards (BAFTA)?

(a) Soul (b) Nomadland (c) The Father (d) Another Round

Honours and Awards
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Ques -1) The first meeting of the National Startup Advisory Council was chaired by whom?

(a) Piyush Goyal (b) Nirmala Sitharaman (c) Smriti Irani (d) Nitin Gadkari

Ques -2) Which company has launched India's first high-speed commercial delivery electric scoot-
er, Hermes 75?

(a) Kabira Mobility (b) TVS Motor Company
(c) Hero MotoCorp (d) India Yamaha Pvt Ltd

Ques -3) Yadadri Thermal Power Project of worth ₹ 3.1 billion is project-based in which state?

(a) Telangana (b) Andhra Pradesh (c) Odisha (d) Karnataka

Ques -4) Space agencies of India and which country have signed an agreement for cooperation in 
India’s first human space mission, Gaganyaan?

(a) Japan (b) Australia (c) South Korea (d) France

Ques -5) Punjab Sona and Punjab Kesar, seen in the news recently, are the varieties of?

(a) Potato (b) Tomato (c) Peas (d) Brinjal

Ques -6) India’s first disk-footed bat (Eudiscopus denticulus) was recently discovered in which 
state?

(a) Nagaland (b) Meghalaya (c) Assam (d) Arunachal Pradesh

Ques -7)  Name the Indian Army Officer who has made two Guinness World Records for the fastest 
solo cycling in October 2020?

(a) Bharat Pannu (b) Anil Chauhan (c) Akshay Mande (d) Hitesh Sharma

Ques -8) Who has been named as the first-ever female astronaut of the UAE for the space pro-
gram?

(a) Amira Yahyaoui (b) Noura al-Matroushi (c) Faten Al Naqeeb (d) Ghosson Al Khaled

Ques -9) Sajibu Cheiraoba festival is celebrated in which of the following states?

(a) West Bengal (b) Jharkhand (c) Manipur (d) Sikkim

Miscellaneous

Ques -3)  Who has been awarded the Sir Richard Hadlee Medal for the fourth time in six years?

(a) Trent Boult (b) Devon Conway (c) Kane Williamson (d) Martin Guptill

Ques -4)  Who among the following has won the 2020 ACM A.M.Turing Award?

(a) Pat Hanrahan (b) Alfred Vaino Aho (c) Edwin Catmull (d) Yoshua Bengio
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Ques -10) India's first Floating Storage and Regasification Unit (FSRU) Höegh Giant has arrived in 
which state?

(a) Gujarat (b) Tamil Nadu (c) Goa (d) Maharashtra

Ques -11) Atal Innovation Mission has collaborated with Bayer to work towards healthcare and agri-
culture innovation. Bayer is based in which country?

(a) France (b) Denmark (c) Germany (d) Australia

Ques -12) Which edition of Indo-US Joint Special Forces Exercise VAJRA PRAHAR 2021 was con-
ducted at Bakloh, HP in March 2021?

(a) 10th (b) 11th (c) 13th (d) 9th

Ques -13)  Union Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal has inaugurated "Anandam: The Center for 
Happiness" at which IIM?

(a) IIM Jammu (b) IIM Indore (c) IIM Ahmedabad (d) IIM Lucknow

Ques -14)  A women-led startup has developed an innovative wireless product called Giga Mesh?

(a) Embibe (b) Uptownie (c) Astrome (d) Uptownie

Ques -15)  Who has become the first Sri Lankan to hit six sixes in an over in any form of professional 
cricket?

(a) Dinesh Chandimal (b) Dhananjaya de Silva
(c) Lahiru Thirimanne (d) Thisara Perera

Ques -16) Hypnea indica and Hypnea bullata recently discovered are the species of?

(a) Fish (b) Frog (c) Flower (d) Seaweed

Ques -17) Tonnerre and Surcouf, which arrived at Cochin Port Trust on a goodwill visit, are the naval 
ships of which country?

(a) Russia (b) France (c) Germany (d) Spain

Ques -18) Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) will provide loans of Rs 3,717 Crore to 
India for the development of the second phase of which Metro line?

(a) Lucknow (b) Pune (c) Bengaluru (d) Hyderabad

Ques -19)  A new species of bacteria discovered on the International Space Station (ISS) has been 
named after which Indian Scientist?

(a) Vikram Sarabhai (b) APJ Abdul Kalam
(c) Seyed Ajmal Khan (d) Udupi Ramachandra Rao

Ques -20) Which payment company has rolled out its innovative lending product- Distributor to 
Retailer (D2R) Finance?

(a) Phone Pe (b) Paytm (c) Amazon Pay (d) Bharat Pe
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Ques -21)  Which laboratory of DRDO has developed a LightWeight Bullet Proof Jacket?

(a) DMSRDE, Kanpur (b) DIHAR, Leh
(c) ARDE, Pune (d) VRDE, Ahmednagar

Ques -22) Indian Railways has logged the highest ever electrification of sections covering ________ 
Route Kilometer (RKM)in a single year during 2020-21?

(a) 3,079 RKM (b) 4,112 RKM (c) 5,567 RKM (d) 6,015 RKM

Ques -23) Which lake/lakes in Jammu and Kashmir will be declared as protected wetlands?

(a) Dal Lake (b) Purmandal lake (c) Sanasar lake (d) All of the above

Ques -24) Who has become the second Indian woman to swim across the Palk Strait?

(a) Shyamala Goli (b) Bula Choudhury
(c) Ananya Makhija (d) Kiran Rawat
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mcq’s solution
BANKING & FINANCIAL AWARENESS

International Affairs

Ans-1 (C) 

Ans-2 (D) 

Ans-3 (B) 

Ans-1 (A) 

Ans-2 (B) 

Ans-3 (D) 

Ans-4 (B) 

Ans-5 (B) 

Ans-6 (C) 

Ans-7 (A) 

Ans-8 (D) 

Ans-9 (C) 

Ans-10 (B) 

Ans-11 (C) 

Ans-12 (A) 

Ans-13 (B) 

Ans-14 (C) 

Ans-15 (C) 

Ans-16 (D) 

Ans-17 (B) 

Ans-18 (B) 
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Polity and Governance

Ans-1 (B) 

Ans-2 (C) 

Ans-3 (A) 

Ans-4 (A) 
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Ans-4 (D) 

Ans-5 (D) 

Ans-6 (A) 

Defence and Security

Ans-1 (B) 

Ans-2 (C) 

Appointments and Resignations

Ans-1 (A) 

Ans-2 (C) 

Ans-3 (A) 

Ans-3 (D) 

Ans-4 (D) 

Ans-5 (B) 

Ans-7 (D) 

Ans-8 (A) 

Ans-9 (B) 

Ans-10 (D) 

Ans-11 (C) 

Ans-12 (A) 
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Government Scheme

Ans-1 (B) 

Ans-2 (B) 

Ans-3 (D) 

Ans-4 (B) 

Ans-5 (C) 

Ans-6 (D) 

Ans-7 (C) 

Ans-8 (A) 

Ans-4 (B) 

Ans-5 (A) 

Ans-6 (B) 

Ans-7 (B) 

Ans-8 (C) 

Ans-9 (D) 

Ans-10 (B) 

Ans-11 (D) 

Ans-12 (B) 

Ans-13 (B) 

Ans-14 (C) 

Ans-15 (A) 

Ans-9 (C) 

Ans-10 (B) 

Ans-11 (C) 
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Ans-12 (C) 
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Rank & Reports

Ans-1 (C) 

Ans-2 (D) 

Ans-3 (C) 

Ans-4 (C) 

Honours and Awards

Ans-1 (B) 

Ans-2 (B) 

Ans-3 (C) 

Ans-4 (B) 

Miscellaneous

Ans-1 (A) 

Ans-2 (B) 

Ans-3 (C) 

Ans-4 (D) 

Ans-5 (B) 

Ans-6 (B) 

Ans-7 (A) 

Ans-8 (B) 

Ans-9 (C) 

Ans-10 (D) 

Ans-11 (C) 

Ans-12 (B) 
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Ans-13 (A) 

Ans-14 (C) 

Ans-15 (D) 

Ans-16 (B) 

Ans-17 (C) 

Ans-18 (C) 

Ans-19 (C) 

Ans-20 (D) 

Ans-21 (A) 

Ans-22 (D) 

Ans-23 (D) 

Ans-24 (A) 
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